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for long. And King Peter was in his second childhood:
he was not very reasonable.

In the summer of 1921 Alexander made a visit to
Paris and while he was there the old King died. The
only person with Peter at the end was his disinherited
son. Prince George. His death greatly agitated Alex-
ander, who became suddenly ill, was confined to his
bed and ordered by his doctor not to travel. The
funeral in Belgrade took place without him. Prince
George was chief mourner.

When Alexander returned he submitted himself to
Parliament for formal acceptance and was proclaimed
King. Within a year he went to Bukharest and sought
the hand of Princess Marie, the daughter of King Fer-
dinand of Roumania. The match was a surprise for
many Serbs, but Alexander must have known his mind
for some time. He was going to make alliance with the
European dynasties because his country had joined the
west. Princess Marie seemed a good choice because she
had some Slav blood, being on one side descended from
Tsar Alexander II of Russia. Perhaps he prized more
the fact that she was also descended from Queen Victoria.
The young and beautiful Marie was very English,
Prince Paul and she got on famously. He also was
very English.

This English connection had some importance later
because the children both of Alexander and of Paul
were brought up in an English atmosphere and were
sent to English schools.

Of course King Alexander was rapturously congratu-
lated on his marriage, though some may have wished he
had married a Slav. But when, in 1923, Queen Marie
gave birth to a son and heir, she attained a great popu-
larity. A woman does not mean much in Serbia till
she has a child. She means more if she bears a son.
Queen Marie bore two more sons, no daughters. She
became ideal.

Normally before marriage there ought to have been